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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 
Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

D 1 point 

2 
Hot Text 

Item 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how an author’s 

choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events 

within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 

manipulate time (e.g., pacing, 

flashbacks) create such effects 

as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

--- 2 points 

3 

Multi-

Select 

Item 

Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grades 9–10 

reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

B, C 1 point 

4 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the 

cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the language 

evokes a sense of time and 

place; how it sets a formal or 

informal tone). 

B 1 point 

5 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

--- 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 
Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

6 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze a particular point of 

view or cultural experience 

reflected in a work of literature 

from outside the United States, 

drawing on a wide reading of 

world literature. 

A 1 point 

7 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in 

the text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on 

meaning and tone (e.g., how the 

language evokes a sense of time 

and place; how it sets a formal or 

informal tone). 

D 1 point 

8 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how complex 

characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the 

course of a text, interact with 

other characters, and advance 

the plot or develop the theme. 

--- 2 points 

9 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the 

cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the language of 

a court opinion differs from that 

of a newspaper). 

D 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 
Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

10 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

--- 1 point 

11 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how the author unfolds 

an analysis or series of ideas or 

events, including the order in 

which the points are made, how 

they are introduced and 

developed, and the connections 

that are drawn between them. 

D 1 point 

12 

Evidence-

Based 

Select 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

A; C 2 points 

13 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail how an author’s 

ideas or claims are developed 

and refined by particular 

sentences, paragraphs, or larger 

portions of a text (e.g., a section 

or chapter). 

A 1 point 

14 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail how an author’s 

ideas or claims are developed 

and refined by particular 

sentences, paragraphs, or larger 

portions of a text (e.g., a section 

or chapter). 

C 1 point 

15 
Extended 

Response 
Expository 

Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and 

accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

--- 10 points 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 8 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 8 

 

 
706 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 1 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

Question 1 

16946 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 44.80% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 55.20% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This sentence shows how people 

perceive Michael O’Neill and shows his own level of confidence; however, it 

does not offer support for his being clever. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This sentence shows O'Neill's rebellious 

nature, but it does not offer support for his being clever. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This sentence demonstrates Michael 

O’Neill’s indifference to being pursued; however, it does not offer support for 

his being clever in escaping the police. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This sentence explains how Michael O’Neill uses 

an obvious object, the scarecrow, in order to hide himself in plain sight, thus 

demonstrating how he is clever. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 2 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

16947 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 

time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or 

surprise. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 56.50% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 20.24% 

Percent 2 Points Earned: 23.26% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit (2 point) response includes: 

 D) It creates a sense of mystery.  

            AND 

 “and the occasional flutter of a bird unfamiliar enough to be surprised by 

the scarecrow in the field” (2 points) 

 
For this item, a partial-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 D) It creates a sense of mystery.  
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 2 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct responses in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 

and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 

item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



14 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 

and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 

item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 

correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 

incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 

and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit 

for this item, Part A must be correct. 



16 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 3 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

16948 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Vocabulary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 54.18% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 45.82% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This is not an example of O’Neill’s 

dexterity. 

 

Rationale for Second Option: Key – O’Neill is able to hide from the police in a 

well because he is dexterous. 

 

Rationale for Third Option: Key – O’Neill is able to hide from the police as a 

scarecrow because he is dexterous. 

 

Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This is not an example of O’Neill’s 

dexterity. 

 

Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This is not an example of O’Neill’s 

dexterity. 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 3 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 

correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both selections must be correct. 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 4 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

16949 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 56.54% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 43.46% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Bridget offers to help O'Neill 

in this sentence, the word "somber" does not suggest that she is helpful. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The word "somber" suggests that Bridget is a 

serious type of person and is unlikely to participate in anything ridiculous. This is 

clued by the use of "sullen", and even "darkly" and "in doubt". 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Bridget agrees to let O'Neill 

hide on her farm, the word "somber" does not suggest that she is agreeable. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Bridget looks at O'Neill "in 

doubt", the word "somber" does not suggest that she is indecisive. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 5 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

16950 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 “had told the farmer's daughter, with elegant indifference, that the local

police were in pursuit of him.”;

AND/OR

 “Upon which he only laughed, leaped lightly over the stone wall, and

strode toward the farm,”;

AND/OR

 “merely throwing over his shoulder the remark, ‘Thank you, I have

generally been quite capable of hiding myself.’”

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 48.89% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 51.11% 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 5 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because two correct 

choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because two correct 

choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because two correct 

choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the two 

choices selected are incorrect. 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 6 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

16951 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United 

States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 29.12% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 70.88% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The author suggests that O'Neill is legendary 

because he is famous for an unusual reason—he is good at appearing when 

he is not wanted, and disappearing when he is wanted. Also, the ways in 

which he disappears are described as being very crafty and clever. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Readers may find Michael stubborn 

and foolish, but that is not how the author portrays or intends to portray him, 

and certainly is not the author’s point of view in the passage. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although there may be an argument 

that he is dangerous because he is fleeing the police, there is nothing in the 

text to suggest that he is angry. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Michael reliably avoids the 

police and being caught, there is nothing in the passage to suggest that he is 

thoughtful.  

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 7 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

16952 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 56.64% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 43.36% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The use of "undoubtedly" may lead 

students to this answer; however, this phrase does not focus on how O'Neill 

acts but on where he comes from. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The use of "honorable" may lead 

students to this answer; however, this phrase does not focus on O'Neill's 

character but on where he comes from. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The use of "gentleman" may lead 

students to this answer; however, this phrase does not focus on how O'Neill 

acts but on where he comes from. In addition, his actions in the passage might 

seem to contradict such a reading here. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – Suggesting that he is a gentleman of "honorable 

pedigree" means that he comes from a well-respected family. The author 

mentions this as a counterpoint to the events he then describes. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 8 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 

16953 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 

theme. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 38.77% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 21.69% 

Percent 2 Points Earned: 39.54% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit (2 point) response includes: 

 A) She becomes irritated with him. 

           AND 

 “Though still angry, she was still silent,” 

AND 

 “In the ugly reaction of her mood she might have been tempted even to 

point out the fugitive,”  

 
For this item, a partial-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 A) She becomes irritated with him. 
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Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 8 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct responses in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 

are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 

earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 

correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 

are incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in 

their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct 

answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In 

order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must 

be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, Part A must 

be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 15 
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 15 
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707 
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Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 9 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

16954 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 

opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 48.36% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 51.64% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the two political parties almost 

certainly disagreed, this is not the specific kind of debate to which Ford is 

referring. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. There is no indication in the passage of 

disagreements between Ford’s and Nixon’s supporters. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this sort of debate almost 

certainly happened, this is not the specific kind of debate to which Ford is 

referring. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – Ford is directly referring to the Watergate 

scandal when he refers to a controversy and debate. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 10 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

16955 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response (1 point) includes: 

 “In the past few days, however, it has become evident to me that I no

longer have a strong enough political base in the Congress to justify

continuing that effort.”;

AND

 “But with the disappearance of that base, I now believe that the

constitutional purpose has been served, and there is no longer a need for

the process to be prolonged.”

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 62.67% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 37.33% 
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Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 10 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 

correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the choices 

selected are incorrect. 
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Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 11 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

16956 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 

series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 

made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 

connections that are drawn between them. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 49.93% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 50.07% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Ford might be said to begin by 

citing the law (or his responsibility to uphold it), Nixon does not really appeal 

anywhere to expert testimony. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Nixon speaks of the future, but not at 

the beginning of the passage; Ford alludes to recent events, but not at the 

beginning of the passage. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Nixon addresses the audience in terms 

of what he has done and tried to accomplish while in office as president, but 

he does not discuss his idea of citizenship or what it means to be a citizen; 

Ford's introduction cannot be said to be truly or primarily emotional in its 

appeal. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – Nixon begins by going back to the beginning of 

his political career, then focuses on recent events; Ford begins by reminding 

listeners of his oath as president. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 12 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

16957 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 38.03% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 9.67% 

Percent 2 Points Earned: 52.31% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: Key – Nixon would clearly prefer to remain in office. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While he ultimately returned to private 

life, Nixon does not suggest here that this is his preference. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While he mentions Congress and his 

congressional support, Nixon does not suggest negotiating with Congress. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While he ultimately received one, 

Nixon does not mention a pardon from Ford. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This quotation supports Nixon’s 

commitment to the nation but not his desire to remain in office. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This quotation supports his decision to 

leave office, not to stay in office. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – This quotation supports Nixon’s preference to 

remain in office and endure the personal consequences. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This quotation supports Nixon’s 

commitment to the nation but not his desire to remain in office. 
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Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 12 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct response in both Part A and Part B.   
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 

incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 

incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 

correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 

incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 

and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 

this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect.  



83 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language Arts II 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 13 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

16958 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 

are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 

larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 31.30% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 68.70% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – Nixon asks for support for his successor and calls 

on Americans to put the past behind them. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Nixon calls on people to move forward, 

but he does not apologize. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Nixon praises his successor, but he 

does not warn him of dangers. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Nixon speaks with regret, but he does 

not scold his listeners. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 14 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 

16959 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 

are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 

larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 44.18% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 55.82% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the paragraph is speculative, 

Ford isn't really speculating about the future nor is he recalling the past. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Ford is thinking about his current 

predicament, not his early career. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Ford states an uncertainty (the lack of 

precedent), then a certainty (that Nixon faces many accusations). 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Ford is questioning certain things, but 

he isn't asking rhetorical questions. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 15 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

 
16960 
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Score Points Earned by Dimension 

Score Point(s) 

Earned 

Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization 

Evidence and 

Elaboration 

Conventions of 

Standard English 

4 2.03% 1.69% N/A 

3 15.94% 13.73% N/A 

2 33.29% 32.43% 49.09% 

1 35.56% 35.59% 39.21% 

0 13.18#% 16.56% 11.70% 

Total Score Points Earned 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

7.50% 5.40% 6.57% 19.07% 11.70% 13.32% 17.59% 5.23% 11.36% 0.76% 1.48% 

Points Possible: 10 

Topic: Expository 

Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 

and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully sustained 

and consistently focused within the purpose, audience and 

task with effective organizational structure, earning the 

maximum 4 possible points in the assigned category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns the 

maximum 4 possible points for providing thorough, 

convincing and credible support while citing evidence for 

the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 possible 

points for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions of standard English. 

4 4 2 
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Sample Response: 9 points 



101 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully 

sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with effective organizational structure, 

earning the maximum 4 possible points in the assigned 

category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 3 out of 4 

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration 

for providing adequate support when citing evidence for the 

controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 possible 

points allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of 

basic conventions of standard English. 

4 3 2 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately 

sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with evident organizational structure, 

earning 3 out of 4 possible points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 3 out of 4 

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration 

for providing adequate support when citing evidence for the 

controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 possible 

points allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of 

basic conventions of standard English. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately 

sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with evident organizational structure, 

earning 3 out of 4 possible points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 3 out of 4 

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration 

for providing adequate support when citing evidence for the 

controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 possible 

points allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of 

basic conventions of standard English. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat 

sustained within the purpose, audience and task, but it 

includes some extraneous material. Likewise, its organization is 

inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 possible points for this 

category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 2 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides uneven support for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 possible 

points allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of 

basic conventions of standard English. 

2 2 2 
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Sample Response: 5 points 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat 

sustained within the purpose, audience and task, but it 

includes some extraneous material. Likewise, its organization is 

inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 possible points for this 

category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 2 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides uneven support for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English. 

2 2 1 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the 

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational 

structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 2 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides uneven support for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English. 

1 2 1 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the 

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational 

structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 1 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English. 

1 1 1 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the 

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational 

structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category.  

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 1 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns 0 out of 2 possible points 

because it demonstrates a lack of command of basic 

conventions of standard English. 

1 1 0 



111 
  

Sample Response: 2 points 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is minimally 

related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the 

purpose, audience and task, and it has no discernible 

organizational structure, earning 0 out of 4 possible points for 

this category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 1 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English. 

0 1 1 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is minimally 

related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the 

purpose, audience and task, and it has no discernible 

organizational structure, earning 0 out of 4 possible points for 

this category.  

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 0 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response 

provides no support for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns 0 out of 2 possible points 

because it demonstrates a lack of command of basic 

conventions of standard English. 

0 0 0 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

The response received no credit (0 points) because there 
was not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 

0 0 0 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

The response received no credit (0 points) because there was 

not enough original student work in comparison to text 

directly copied from the prompt/passages. 

0 0 0 
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